Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TRIPOL 00597 300652Z 
70 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 ISO-OO AF-08 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 ACDA-07 /092 W 

091745 

R 291310Z APR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3234 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

CONFIDENTIAL TRIPOLI 0597 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PDIP. MMOL LY KS 
SUBJECT: ROK INTEREST IN LIBYA 

REF: TUNIS 2913 (NOTAL) 

1 . REPUBLIC OF KOREA MILITARY ATTACHE IN ANKARA, COL. 

LEE, CALLED AT EMBASSY ON APRIL 28 FOR GENERAL BRIEFING 
ON CURRENT LIBYAN SCENE, LEE EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD 
MET LIBYAN CHIEF OF STAFF COL ABU BAKR YUNIS DURING 
LATTER'S VISIT TO TURKEY IN MARCH AND HAD BEEN 
PROFFERED AN INVITATION TO VISIT LIBYA. LEE SAID ROK 
ANXIOUS TO ESTABLISH SOME SORT OF OFFFICIAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH LIBYA BUT THUS FAR HAD NO SUCCESS. HE ALSO SAID 
THAT LIBYANS WERE INTERESTED IN PURCHASING MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT FROM KOREA BUT HE HAD INFORMED THEM THAT 
ARMS AND ARMAMENTS COULD NOT BE SUPPLIED. HE SAID 
HOWEVER THAT KOREA WAS ANXIOUS TO PROVIDE OTHER 
ITEMS TO LIBYA SUCH AS UNIFORM MATERIAL, TRUCKS, AND 
NON-LETHAL ITEMS. LIBYAN MILITARY HAD SUGGESTED 
VISIT TO KOREA BY MILITARY MISSION IN ORDER TO 
SURVEY POSSIBILITIES. LEE RECOMMENDED THAT HIS 
GOVERNMET ISSUE AN INVITATION. 
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2. COMMENT: ROK AMB IN TUNIS WAS IN TOWN DURING 
TRIPOLI TRADE FAIR IN MARCH ON A SIMILAR MISSION 
BUT APPARENTLY WITHOUT SUCCESS. THE PRESENCE OF 
NORTH KOREAN EMBASSY HERE OBVIOUSLY WILL COMPLICATE 
EFFORTS OF ROK TO ESTABLISH OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH 
LIBYA. 
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